FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of KIRTLAND, NEW MEXICO
FBC Kirtland is located between the city of Farmington, NM, and the eastern border of the Navajo Nation, in the beautiful Four Corners region of the Western United States. Founded in the late 1950’s, the church maintains affiliation with its county and state Southern Baptist Associations and with the Southern Baptist Convention. FBC Kirtland supports the SBC Cooperative Program and the local Hesperus (Colorado) Camp as part of its mission stewardship.

	People of Anglo, Hispanic, and Native American heritage make up FBC Kirtland, including its leadership and teaching volunteers. Sunday mornings are devoted to congregational music and to the teaching of the Scriptures with the goal of evangelizing unbelievers and of helping believers in Jesus to follow Him in obedience and victory. This is followed by small group teaching and fellowship ministries for all ages. Wednesday nights are heavily focused on ministries to local children and teens, who are brought in from the surrounding community by church van. Church members not directly involved in teaching these children and teens meet at this time for prayer and for these and other church ministries and needs.

The climate of Kirtland, NM, and its surrounding environment is best characterized as high altitude desert, with four distinct seasons and mostly clear blue skies throughout the year. World class golf, trout fishing, hunting, camping, mountain hiking, snow sports, music, and cultural events are all available locally or within a couple of hours drive of Kirtland.

	Most residents are employed in agriculture; the coal, oil, and gas industries; healthcare; and education. Public and Christian schools, three community colleges, three medical centers, and major shopping centers are nearby in the communities of Shiprock, Kirtland, Farmington, and Durango (Colorado).

	The Kirtland community has been heavily influenced by Mormonism since the 19th century, and two large LDS churches flank Kirtland to the West and South. Besides FBC, about a dozen smaller evangelical churches are in the Kirtland community. FBC Kirtland cooperates with these evangelical churches and with the Farmington churches in community outreach, Easter Sunrise Services, and support of the local food bank and crisis pregnancy center.

	The people of Kirtland can best be described as conservative, hard-working, self-sufficient folks who love the great outdoors and who go out of their way to help each other. Most of them, even those not involved as such, feel that “religion” is, in general, a good thing, and are glad that FBC Kirtland is among them, especially when it is time for weddings or funerals. Community people have been impacted by the Gospel because FBC Kirtland and its people were available for them in times of need or crisis.

	FBC has a Constitution and Bylaws that follow usual Baptist church practice and a doctrinal statement that honors the Bible as the inspired and inerrant Word of God, Jesus Christ as God incarnate and Savior of the world, and faith in Jesus as the sole condition for receiving eternal life. These documents are available upon request. Contact information is available on our website: www.fbckirtland.org

